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From the brilliant mind of 
Stephen Hawking 

 

**ON HUMANITY 

“We are just an advance 

breed of monkeys on a 

minor planet of a very 

average star. But we can 

understand the universe. 

That makes us something 

very special”. 

From a Der Spiegel 

interview, October 1988 
 

 

Keep well 
 

Newsletter deadline: 
The last date to send in 

newsletter contributions is 
the 25th of each month. 
u3agbnews@gmail.com  

Editorial       Calvin Winks U3A GB Activities in April 

 
 

Enough said already about the 
dreaded COVID-19 of coronavirus, 
but it seems inevitable that it will 
affect the Granite Belt community.  
As a well-respected Stanthorpe 
doctor said: “it’s a matter of when – 
not if” 

Things have changed from when I 
first wrote this editorial and we now 
have the situation where all our 
activities have been cancelled, apart 
from the walking group, until at 
least after Easter.  Unfortunately, 
many of us are in the most 
vulnerable age group so need to 
take every precaution against 
coming into contact with a person 
who has the virus – not that it 
seems possible. 

And then there are the issues 
around the use of the Learning 
Centre at the High School and what 
the Education Department 
directives might dictate. 

Fortunately, the situation in 
Australia is not yet as dire as in so 
many other countries.  So, let’s hope 
the restrictions placed by our 
Government at least slow the onset 
and prevent the Health facilities 
from being overwhelmed. 

As advised by our Secretary, Lynda, all 
U3A GB group activities are CANCELLED 
with the exception of the walking group. 

The management committee will 
review these decisions after the Easter 
break. 

Let’s hope we have a clearer picture 
before the birthday celebration in June! 

Reports provided by the various groups 
have been included in this newsletter, 
including times and dates for future 
activities.  With the current situation 
these are no longer relevant  

the corona virus 
challenge 

Coming this Year 

 

Coming in 2021 

 

This year, U3A Granite Belt celebrates 
its 15th Birthday.  This occasion, to 
acknowledge 15 years since U3A GB 
became an incorporated body (7/7/2005), 
will take the form of a luncheon at the 
Granite Belt Brewery on the 12th June. (if 
the current situation is resolved). 

Details and menu options will be 
provided closer to the event. 

On the 12th and 13th May 2021, U3A 
Granite Belt will host the U3A Network 
Conference.  This is a two-day conference 
with the preceding day a ‘meet and greet’ 
to highlight all that is special about the 
Granite Belt. 

The Conference sub-committee has 
commenced planning for the Event. 

Be an Optimist 
An optimist is wrong as often as a 

pessimist.  But he/she has much 
more fun. 

Optimists are the extra ingredient 
that makes life bubble. 

mailto:u3agbnews@gmail.com
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Reports 

Presidents Report  Julie Barnes 
 

My one wish for members is that everyone stays 
healthy during this very distressing pandemic.  I hope 
that everyone is finding activities to keep your minds, 
bodies and souls fit and that you will be ready to 
participate in U3A activities with a renewed vigour 
when the crisis has passed. 

The Network Queensland conference has been 
cancelled and so it will be our turn next year to 
demonstrate what the Granite Belt has to offer the rest 
of Queensland.  We will be asking members to assist 
with the organisation and would welcome suggestions 
for pre-conference activities and other activities to be 
organised during the conference. 

Some of the larger U3A groups are investigating the 
possibility of using an on-line option for presenting 
classes and conducting meetings.  For instance, 
Brisbane has begun to use Zoom as a way of 
conducting meetings.  Maybe, Granite Belt U3A could 
use an on-line portal?   

If you are at a loss for something to do, U3A on-line 
has courses that you can do in the comfort of your own 
home.  The joining fee for an individual is $30 per year.   

 

Stay well both physically and mentally. 
 

Julie Barnes 

Garden Group Report   Leon McCosker 
 

The U3A Garden Group spent a wonderful morning at 
the property of Fred and Jacquie Alley owners of 
Jacanda Alpacas on the outskirts of Wallangarra.  They 
purchased the 40-acre block three and a half years ago 
mainly for the water supply from a high yielding bore. 

Fred fenced the property with a dog-proof fence to 
protect the 90 alpacas and 30 Suffolk-cross sheep and 
two cute miniature donkeys.  

The alpacas come in various colours, black, brown, 
fawn and white.  They have won top prizes for a fleece 
in the Sydney Royal Show.  The alpacas are shorn by a 
New Zealand shearer who shears them all in one day. 
The wool is sold by colour and microns and mainly goes 
to China in five tonne lots.  

Jacquie has maintained a lovely garden in the time 
they have been there and it has survived well during the 
drought.  They are very fortunate to have a good bore 
water supply. 

 
 

 
 

A very pleasant rural scene 

Ponderisms 
 

➢ How is it that we put man on the moon before we 
figured out it would be a good idea to put wheels 
on luggage? 

➢ Why do banks leave vault doors open and then 
chain the pens to the counters? 

Beethoven - His Life and Music 
 

To celebrate 250 years since Beethoven’s birth, 
Barbara Bowyer will guide lovers of the great 
composer’s music through a series of talks/lectures.  
Beethoven was a crucial figure in the transition between 
the classical and romantic eras of classical music and is 
considered one of the greatest composers of all time. 

The course will be held at the Learning Centre on 
Monday afternoons Time: 1.30pm until 2.45pm 

Dates for the online course will be:  
April: 20, 27    CANCELLED  
May: 4, 11  
Interested? Contact Barbara on 0468 879 081 for 

more information. 

State of our finances (file from Margaret Thomson) 

The following is a summary of U3A GB’s finances at 
the end of the last financial year (up to 31 December) 

The data are from the Financial Statements and 
Verification Report compiled by our Honorary Auditor, 
Maria Giacosa. 

Income:   $7,560.01 
Expenditure   $6,870.41 
Gain       $689.60 

Assets 
Heritage Bank accounts $3,265.97 
Cash          $31.80 
Total    $3,297.77 

Liabilities   nil 
Please note:  The Report is intended for presentation to 

and approval by the membership at the AGM so it needs 
that final validation whenever we are able to proceed. 

file://///maria
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Tuesday Book Club    Fran Tobin  
Our book for March was Yellow Notebook by Helen 
Garner. 

It is written as a series of diary entries from 1978-1987.  
The author writes that “this diary is a stream of 
fragments, a record of the world as it struck me on my 
way through.” 

Last year our group had read Helen Garner’s 
“Everywhere I Look”, also written as diary entries, and 
everyone in the group had enjoyed that book. 

This latest book was met with varying degrees of 
enjoyment.  Some loved it. Some didn’t finish it because 
they were not enjoying it. Some were equivocal, 
enjoying Garner’s way with some descriptions, but not 
enjoying the crudity of other descriptions.  Some of the 
entries were self-indulgent, and so unsatisfying to us as 
readers. 

Some of the instances mentioned were relevant to 
some members.  They could relate to them.  We could all 
imagine one of her precise descriptions: A voice almost 
oily with the desire to appear cooperative” (p 164)   And 
we could relate to A houseful of sleeping teenage girls.  
Bleached hair sticking out of twisted doonas” (p 165) 

Such disparity of opinions always results in a lively 
discussion.  

Books: 
April:  Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe 

May: The Unexpected Inheritance of Inspector Chopra 
by Vaseem Khan. 

Wednesday Book Group  Julie Barnes 
 

The Weekend by Charlotte Wood  
The book was chosen as a must-read book based 

on the first published novel written by Charlotte 
Wood – The Natural Way of Things which was an 
enthralling and captivating read.   

As usual, some of the group liked the book and 
some didn’t.  The story is based on a group of three 
women who travel to the South Coast of New South 
Wales to prepare and clean Sylvie’s, house for sale.  
Sylvie was the fourth member of the group and the 
one who held the group together.  The personality of 
each of the members was totally different and each 
character, including their friend who had died was 
given an identity that was tangible and real.  Jude 
was super organised but also very critical; Wendy 
was very attached to her very old dog and an 
intellectual; Adele, an actress, was trying to cling 
onto the illusion that at 73 she was still beautiful and 
attractive to men much younger than her.  She was 
also desperate for money and took money from her 
friends.  

The fifth “character” was an elderly dog. One of 
the group thought – with a sense of dread-- that the 
dog was a symbol of what the women will become – 
weak, feeble and shunted into a corner but never 
forgotten. 

Questions we asked and discussed were how do 
we tolerate friends’ inadequacies?  Will the 
friendship of the three women keep going?  All the 
women were alone but were they lonely?  

What is the point of having a busy life if you don’t 
have time to think?  

The author created very real visualisations and at 
one point, the question was asked: I wonder if the 
house survived the bush fires that ravaged the South 
Coast in January? 

Next Book Group was scheduled for Wednesday 
1st April at 10.00am.  Will we try to have Book 
Group electronically?  Please get back to me if you 
are interested.  Happy Reading. 

Book for discussion:  Gathering Storm by Rosie Dub 

Science 2020 Blood  Fran Tobin 

 
We had our first session on Thursday 27th February.  It 

was enjoyable, with interesting questions from the floor 
which led to further discussion.  

We discussed what blood is and its structure.  We also 
discussed the many functions that our blood has, as well 
as the obvious one of carrying oxygen.  

We enjoyed the following definition of blood, given by 
a consultant of the NHSBT (NHS Blood and Transplant).  
She said “Blood is the stuff that spurts out of you when 
you’re not very well” (George 2018:6).  Simple but so 
true. 

We looked at red blood cells, white blood cells and 
plasma.  We learnt that red blood cells, which are simply 
carriers of oxygen, are very, very tiny.  A teaspoon of 
human blood contains about 25 billion red blood cells.  It 
is difficult for us to imagine that concept. 

Our next session was planned for the 2nd Thursday of 
April, and to look at circulation.  This covers the heart, 
the arteries and veins, and capillaries. 

Now Cancelled 

April Snippets 
April 2, 1805 - Fairy tale author Hans Christian 
Andersen (1805-1875) was born in Odense, 
Denmark. 
April 22, 1870 - Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924) was 
born in Simbirsk, Russia. He led the Russian 
Revolution of October 1917 
April 26, 1986 At the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
in the Ukraine, an explosion caused a meltdown of 
the nuclear fuel and spread a radioactive cloud into 
the atmosphere covering most of Europe. 
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History Group  Lynette Haselgrove 
 

The history talk by Peter Haselgrove was a look at 
the three main stages of tin mining in the Stanthorpe 
area.  These occurred from 1872 through to the 
1920’s with increasing complexity and scale of 
operation as the alluvial reserves of tin were depleted 
and no satisfactory lode deposits were discovered. 

Peter showed the progression of equipment 
technology from the simple dish to rather complex 
floating dredges.  In addition, low world tin prices and 
discoveries of large deposits overseas meant mining 
virtually ceased with only a few very small operations 
continuing.  Peter’s illustrated talk was prepared from 
early newspaper reports and annual reports from the 
Mines Department.  We also learned a little about the 
very early Stanthorpe town and the 1872 wedding of 
a gentleman whose family are still farming in this 
district.  

Before the talk U3A members and guests assembled 
at the Museum for an extremely generous and 
delicious morning tea. 

Thank you to Museum staff for providing the 
provender and arranging the room, chairs etc. on a 
day when the Museum is normally closed. 

 
 

 
 

Peter presenting to an appreciative audience. 

 
The very enjoyable morning tea  provided by the 

Museum staff 

Jimmy Wales  (interesting story in an email attachment 

from a trusted friend - fascinating if true) 
 

➢ was born in a family who had a great love of 
education. 

➢ at the age of three his mother bought him an 
encyclopedia and in just a little while he 
memorised it. 

➢ as a child he was taught in a one room school that 
encouraged self-education. 

➢ as he grew up, he decided to become a teacher 
and later he taught in several universities. 

➢ he was against the regular schooling system and 
believed people could learn more through self-
education.  

➢ so, he decided to create a web site where anyone 
could learn anything without any school. He called 
his site Wikipedia. 

➢ but this was only the beginning of his struggle as 
he had to organise and write about thousands of 
topics.   

➢ for years he stayed up at nights learning and 
writing about new things, 

➢ later, as the site grew many people joined the idea 
and started contributing.  

➢ and just after a few years Wikipedia became the 
world’s largest online encyclopedia 

➢ but then, he was faced with an important choice to 
make the website a business or make the site free.   

➢ he realised that his love for education was far 
more than his love for money so he decided to 
make the website free forever and made it a non-
profit organisation. 

➢ today Wikipedia is the world’s largest information 
site and Jimmy Watson is one of the most 
influential people in the world.  

➢ “money is not the real goal; real value comes from 
education” 

Freaky phrases  (using the same set of letters) 
 

Astronomer   Moon starer 

The eyes   They see 

The Morse code  Here comes dot 

Election results  Lies – let's recount 

Eleven plus two  Twelve plus one 

Just for a laugh 
 

➢ An old man goes into a private practice. “I’ll 
examine you for $100.00,” says the doctor.  “Go 
ahead then,” says the old man, and if you find 
$100.00, you can keep it.” 

➢ The best way to get an ageing man to do anything 
is to suggest he’s far too old to be capable of it. 
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Committee 

President:  Julie Barnes  4683 2823 or 0417 074 520 

Vice-President: John Smales   0414 505 448 

Secretary:  Lynda Blackstock 0421 327 377 

Treasurer:  Marg Thomson  4685 2928 

Minutes Sec:  Esme Hobba  4683 3324 

Committee Members: 

   Kathy Williams  0429 361 705 

   Calvin Winks  0429 056 797 

   Morwenna Arcidiacono 0490 241 356 

   Roxane Scott  0411 433 474 

Newsletter Ed. Calvin Winks  0429 056 797 or 

:      u3agbnews@gmail.com  

Webmaster:  Lynda Blackstock 0421 327 377 or 

      u3agb@granitenet.com.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U3A Granite Belt Calendar        December 2019 

Find contact and venue details on page 5.   *Please bring a plate to share 
 
 
 
 
Other information about events is included in the news articles on page 1 or the group reports.  

  

AIMS of U3A Granite Belt Inc. 
To provide members with affordable education and learning activities covering a wide range of different subjects. 

To provide members with the opportunity to study and learn in a relaxed environment. 

To nurture the minds, bodies, and souls of members. 

Postal Address 

PO BOX 250 

Stanthorpe Qld 4380 

Phone 

0419 093 157 

Email 

u3agb@granitenet.com.au 

Website 

http://mysd.com.au/u3a/ 

Bank Account 

Heritage Bank 

BSB 638070 

Account Number: 13712268 

(S21) Heritage Members only 

Groups    Venue     Contact/s 

Book Club: Tue RSL Club, Marsh St   Mary  4683 7103 

Book Club: Wed RSL Club, Marsh St   Julie 4683 2823 or 0417 074 520 

French   to be advised    Mary-Jane 0417 766 430 

Garden Group  Advised each month   Kerrie & Leon  4681 1737 or 0488 732 638 
Elaine  0410 016 620 
Denise  4683 3168 

Genealogy  156 Church Road, The Summit  Roxane  0411 433 474 

General Mtg  Learning Centre, McGlew St  Lynda 0421 327 377 

        Julie 4683 2823 or 0417 074 520 

German  CWA Rooms, Victoria St  Irene  0437 373 929 

History Group  Advised each meeting   Kerrie 4681 1737 

        Mary 4683 7103 

        Lynette 4683 7255 

Jonola   RSL Club, Marsh St   Dot  4681 1334 
Mahjong  Learning Centre, McGlew St  Carol  4681 3495 

Mosaics  Pete’s shed at Margy’s Place  Margy 4681 0102 

Psychology  Learning Centre McGlew St  Lesley 0488 787 905 

Movies   Advised each outing   Ria  4681 2618 

Ukulele   Heather Kent’s home    Heather 0448 800 491 

Walking Group  Zest, Maryland St   Ria  4681 2618 or 0427 349 977 

Courses 

Science discussion Learning Centre, McGlew St  Julie 4683 2823 or 0417 074 520 

Science   Learning Centre, McGlew St  Julie 4683 2823 or 0417 074 520 or 

        Fran 4684 1253 or ftobin1941@gmail.com. 

Beethoven  Learning Centre, McGlew St  Barbara 0468 879 081 

mailto:u3agbnews@gmail.com
mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au
mailto:u3agb@granitenet.com.au
http://mysd.com.au/u3a/
about:blank
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Find contact details on page 5.   *Please bring a plate to share 
Other information about events is included in articles on page 1 or the group reports 
 
 

Monday  6 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

Mahjong 

 cancelled 

Jonola 

 cancelled 

13 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

Mahjong 

 cancelled 

Jonola 

 cancelled 
Beethoven 

 cancelled 

20 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

Mahjong 

 cancelled 

Jonola 

 cancelled 
Beethoven 

 cancelled 

27 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

Mahjong 

 cancelled  

Jonola 

 cancelled 
Beethoven 

 cancelled 

Tuesday 
 

7 

 Book Club 

 cancelled 

14 

Mosaics* 

 cancelled 

 German 

 cancelled 

21 

German 

 cancelled 

28 

German 

 cancelled 

Wednesday 1 

 Walking Group 

 7:00am  

Book Club 

 cancelled 

8 

Walking Group 

 7:00am  

French 

 cancelled 

15 

Walking Group 

 7:00am  

Garden Group* 

 cancelled 

22 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

29  

Walking Group 

 7:00am  

Thursday 2 

 Psychology 

 cancelled  

Genealogy 

 cancelled 

9 

Science 

 cancelled 

16 

Ukulele 

 cancelled 

23 

Science 

 cancelled 

 

Friday 3 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

10 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

17 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

24 

Walking Group 

 7:00am 

 

 


