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Audinate
untangles
the AV
puzzle

Audinate CTO Aidan Williams.

This young Australian company that
listed on the ASX last month has
become a world-leading provider of
audio networking systems.

‘Our technology allows
people to distribute high
quality, uncompressed
audio signals using a
typical computer network
without becoming an IT
expert.’
Aidan Williams

AnAustraliandarkhorsehastakentheleadinthe
racetodigitisetheworldwideaudio-visualindustry.

RecentlylistedAudinateisnowtheleading
providerofaudionetworkingsolutionsglobally,
accordingtoRHConsulting.

InMarch2017,360manufacturerbrandswere
incorporatingitsDantetechnologyinto1077
products,comparedwithonly220productsusing
technologyfromAudinate’snearestcompetitor,
Cobranet,RHsaid.

ThebrandsthathaveoptedforAudinateinclude
thebiggestnamesintheprofessionalaudio
industry,suchasYamaha,Bose,Roland,Shureand
Sony,andencompassallaspectsoftheAVindustry
–soundreinforcement,recordingand
broadcasting.

Audinatewasconceivedbackin2004when
AidanWilliams,anamateurmusicianandR&D
engineer,sawhowsoftwarecouldtransformrats’
nestsofanaloguecablingintoneatnetworks.

Williams,nowAudinate’sCTO,seizedhischance
afterMotoroladidhim‘‘thefavour’’ofclosingdown
itsAustralianresearchcentrein2003,layingoffthe
wholeR&Dteam.

‘‘Youcouldprobablyconvinceoneofyourfriends
tositinagaragewithyoufor12months,butyou
couldn’tconvincefiveofthem,’’hesays.

Intheevent,NICTA,theforerunnerofCSIRO’s
Data61ICTresearchcentre,hiredtheex-Motorola
engineers‘‘asajoblot’’.‘‘NICTAwasgreat,’’
Williamssays.‘‘Itactedasanincubatorwherewe
coulddosomerealR&D,solvesomereallydifficult
problems,developprototypesandshowthemto
Australianandoverseasaudiomanufacturers.’’

Withinjustafewyears,Audinate’sDante
technologywasinstalledatLord’scricketground,
Twickenhamrugbystadiumandwasunderpinning
theFooFightersandthePopeduringWorldYouth
Day.

Overtime,Dantehasbecomethedominant
providerofaudionetworkingtechnology,andhas
beenusedbySydneyTrainsforplatformaudio,in
majorconventioncentres(Sydney,Melbourneand
Adelaide)andinsportingvenueslikeANZStadium
andRandwickRacecourse.TheAVindustryheld
outagainstthedigitalrevolutionfarlongerthan
mostotherformsofcommunicationduetosome
technicalconundrums.

Traditionalanaloguecablingisgoodatdelivering
audiowithtightsynchronisationandlowsoundlag,
orlatency,buthascertaindisadvantages,suchas
interferencefromotherelectricalequipmentand
signaldegradationoverlongcableruns.

Digitalalternativeshadanswersfortheanalogue
challenges,butstruggledwithsynchronisationand
latencyuntilAudinatemadeitsbreakthroughs.

AndtheAudinateapproachhasatlastsolved
Williams’originalproblem–thetangleofanalogue
wires.‘‘Ourtechnologyallowspeopletodistribute
highquality,uncompressedaudiosignalsusinga
typicalcomputernetworkwithoutbecominganIT
expert,’’hesays.

‘‘UsingDanteisassimpleaspluggingdevicesinto
anEthernetswitchandusingsoftwaretoconfigure
audioconnectionsbetweendevices.’’

TheDanteproductsuiteincludestheDante
Controllersoftwareapplicationforconfiguring
devicesconnectedtothenetwork,andtheDante
VirtualSoundcard,whichturnsacomputerintoa
Danteaudiointerfaceformultitrackrecordingand
mediaplayback.

BecauseDanteusessoftwareroutingrather
thanphysicalcableconnections,thenetworkcan
beexpandedandreconfiguredatanytimewitha
fewmouseclicks.

WilliamssaysAudinate’sDantehasbecomethe
defactoindustrystandard,andhaswonnumerous
industryawards,includingtheGrandPrix(or
companyoftheyear)awardfromInstallation
magazinethisyear.

‘‘Essentially,weprovideallthebuildingblocks
thatamanufacturerwouldneedtotakeoneoftheir
productsandconvertthattoanetworkedproduct,’’
Williamssays.

‘‘Whileourbusinessmodeliscentredon
supplyingnetworkingchipsandelectronicmodules
toAVequipmentmanufacturers,therealvalueand
intellectualpropertyisthesoftwareinside.’’

Andwhilesomecompaniesthatmakearangeof
AVproductscouldtrytodeveloptheirown
proprietarysystems,Audinategivestheman

alternative.‘‘Nowtheyhavetodecide:DoIrollmy
own,ordoIgowithanopentechnologylikeDante?’’
hesays.‘‘Wearetheequalopportunityplayer.We
areaboutinteroperability,andweguaranteethatif
ithasDanteinsideit,itcantalktoalltheother
piecesofthenetwork,whethertheyarefrom
Yamaha,BoseorSony.’’

Inthefirsthalfof2017,severalcompanies
decidedtopulltheirIPOsasthemarketappetitefor
floatsdiminished,butAudinatelistedontheASXon
June30.

‘‘Thatspeakstothequalityofthebusinesswe’ve
builtupover10years,’’Williamssays.

Audinatewasthefirstcommercialspin-outfrom
CSIRO’sData61andthelistinggeneratedanice
payoutfortheresearchcentre.Afterfloatingat
$1.22,Audinatestockwentashighas$1.80andhas
recentlybeentradingslightlyabove$1.55.

Williamsiskeenbothtoattractnewtalenttothe
companyandtoencouragetechentrepreneurs
generallytobacktheirownideas.

Heisimpressedbytheconfidenceandrisk-
appetiteevidentamongyoungstart-upplayers.‘‘I
thinktherereallyisagenerationaldifference,’’he
says.‘‘ImeetalotofGenYandGenZandIthinkthey
reallyaremoreentrepreneurial.Thismindsethelps
tofuelinnovationinsideAudinateandweexpect
thenext10yearstobeasexcitingasthefirst
decade.’’
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