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Audinate

untangles
the AV
uzzle

This young Australian company that
listed on the ASX last month has
become a world-leading provider of
audio networking systems.

AnAustraliandarkhorsehastakentheleadinthe

Recentlylisted Audinateis nowtheleading
providerofaudionetworkingsolutionsglobally,
accordingtoRH Consulting.

InMarch2017,360 manufacturerbrandswere
incorporatingits Dantetechnologyinto1077
products,compared withonly220 productsusing
technology fromAudinate's nearest competitor,
Cobranet, RHsaid.

Thebrandsthat haveoptedfor Audinateinclude
thebiggest namesinthe professionalaudio
industry,suchasYamaha, Bose, Roland, Shureand
Sony,and encompassallaspectsofthe AVindustry
—-sound reinforcement, recordingand
broadcasting.

Audinatewas conceived backin2004when
AidanWilliams,anamateur musicianand R&D
engineer,saw howsoftware could transformrats'
nestsofanaloguecablingintoneat networks.

Williams, now Audinate’'s CTO, seized hischance
afterMotoroladid him “thefavour” of closingdown
itsAustralianresearchcentrein 2003, laying offthe
wholeR&D team.

“You could probably convinceone of yourfriends
tositinagaragewithyou for12months, butyou
couldn'tconvincefiveofthem,” hesays.

Intheevent, NICTA, theforerunnerof CSIRO's
Datab61ICT researchcentre, hired theex-Motorola
engineers“asajoblot”.“NICTAwasgreat,”
Williamssays. “Itacted asanincubatorwherewe
coulddosomereal R&D, solvesomereally difficult
problems, develop prototypesand show themto
Australianand overseasaudiomanufacturers.”

Withinjustafewyears, Audinate’s Dante
technologywasinstalledatLord's cricketground,
Twickenhamrugbystadiumandwasunderpinning
theFooFightersand the PopeduringWorld Youth
Day.

Overtime, Dantehasbecomethedominant
providerof audionetworking technology,and has
beenusedbySydney Trains for platformaudio,in
major convention centres (Sydney, Melbourneand
Adelaide)andinsportingvenueslike ANZ Stadium
andRandwick Racecourse. The AVindustry held
outagainstthedigital revolutionfarlongerthan
mostotherformsofcommunicationduetosome
technicalconundrums.

racetodigitise theworldwideaudio-visualindustry.

‘Our technology allows
people to distribute high
quality, uncompressed
audio signals using a
typical computer network
without becoming an IT

expert.’
Aidan Williams

Traditionalanaloguecablingisgood atdelivering
audiowithtightsynchronisationandlowsoundlag,
orlatency, buthascertaindisadvantages, suchas
interference fromotherelectricalequipmentand
signaldegradationoverlongcableruns.

Digitalalternatives had answersfortheanalogue
challenges, butstruggled withsynchronisationand
latency until Audinate madeitsbreakthroughs.

AndtheAudinateapproachhasatlastsolved
Williams'original problem—-thetangle of analogue
wires. “Ourtechnologyallows people todistribute
high quality,uncompressed audiosignalsusinga
typical computer networkwithoutbecominganIT
expert,”hesays.

"UsingDanteisassimpleaspluggingdevicesinto
anEthernetswitchand using softwaretoconfigure
audioconnections betweendevices.”

TheDanteproductsuiteincludes theDante
Controllersoftwareapplication forconfiguring
devicesconnected tothenetwork,and the Dante
VirtualSoundcard, whichturnsacomputerintoa
Danteaudiointerfaceformultitrackrecordingand
media playback.

Because Dante usessoftwareroutingrather
thanphysical cableconnections, the networkcan
beexpandedandreconfiguredatanytimewitha
fewmouseclicks.

Williamssays Audinate’'sDantehasbecomethe
defactoindustrystandard,and haswon numerous
industryawards, including the Grand Prix (or
companyoftheyear)award from Installation
magazinethisyear.

“Essentially, we provideall the building blocks
thatamanufacturerwould need totake one of their
productsand convertthattoanetworked product,”
Williamssays.

“Whileourbusinessmodeliscentredon
supplying networking chipsand electronicmodules
toAVequipmentmanufacturers, therealvalueand
intellectual propertyisthesoftwareinside.”

Andwhilesomecompanies that makearangeof
AV productscouldtrytodevelop theirown
proprietarysystems, Audinategivestheman

Audinate CTO Aidan Williams.

alternative. “Now they havetodecide: Dol rollmy
own,ordolgowithanopentechnologylike Dante?"”
hesays.“"Wearetheequal opportunity player.We
areaboutinteroperability,and weguarantee thatif
ithas Danteinsideit,itcantalktoalltheother
piecesof the network, whethertheyarefrom
Yamaha, BoseorSony.”

Inthefirsthalfof2017,several companies
decidedtopulltheirlPOsasthe marketappetitefor
floatsdiminished, but Audinatelisted onthe ASXon
June30.

“Thatspeakstothequality of the businesswe've
builtupover10years,” Williamssays.

Audinatewas thefirstcommercial spin-outfrom
CSIRO'sData6blandthelistinggeneratedanice
payoutfortheresearchcentre. Afterfloatingat
$1.22, Audinate stockwentas highas $1.80and has
recently beentradingslightlyabove $1.55.

Williamsiskeenbothtoattractnewtalenttothe
companyandtoencouragetechentrepreneurs
generallytobacktheirownideas.

Heisimpressed by theconfidenceandrisk-
appetiteevidentamongyoungstart-up players. “l
thinktherereallyisagenerational difference,” he
says."Imeetalotof GenYand GenZandIthinkthey
reallyaremoreentrepreneurial. Thismindsethelps
tofuelinnovationinside Audinateand weexpect
thenext10yearstobeasexcitingasthefirst
decade.”
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AUDIO IS EVERYWHERE.
SO IS AUDINATE.

Meet the Australian company that is
revolutionising professional audio.

Professional audio systems touch our lives everyday... whether it's an
announcement on a train platform, a live performance at a concert hall,
background music in a shopping mall or a broadcast from a radio station.
Audinate is revolutionising the professional audio industry by putting these
systems on an IT network, greatly improving audio quality while dramatically
improving flexibility and scalability. Learn more at www.audinate.com

Audinate Group Ltd shares are traded
on the Australian Securities Exchange
(ASX) under the ticker code ADS.
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www.audinate.com




